
SIZE: 145,885 square miles,  slightly
smaller than California

POPULATION: 127,333,003 
(July 2004 est.)

LANGUAGE: Japanese

CAPITAL: Tokyo

TYPE OF GOVERNMENT:
Constitutional Monarchy with 
a Parliamentary Government

CURRENCY: Yen (JPY)

TIME ZONE: GMT + 9

Located at the southernmost area of Japan,
Okinawa consists of 57 islands that
include the Miyako and Yaeyama groups.
Truly subtropical, Okinawa is a southern
paradise where colorful flowers of the
subtropics bloom year-round. 

Okinawa was once a kingdom of its own
called the “Ryukyu” regime. During this
regal period, the island thrived as a great
trading center through its relationships
with its neighbors – China, Korea and
Southeast Asia. Today Okinawa is making
a concerted effort to focus attention on the
restoration of the glorious past of the
Ryukyu Kingdom.

The restoration of Shurijo Castle, the
Shikinean Gardens, and the Gyokusendo
Kingdom Village are but a few of the
highlights tourists can visit to experience
the colorful past.

Okinawans are known for their gracious
hospitality, unique culture, and have  
one of the longest lifespans in the world.
Their diet, lifestyle, genetics, and positive
outlook all play a role. In addition,
Okinawa has many natural wonders and
recreational opportunities, which make
it an ideal highlight of any cruise in 
Asian waters.

In a cruel twist of fate, the invasion of
Okinawa began on April Fool’s Day, 1945.
“Operation Iceberg” was described as the
“most audacious and complex enterprise 
yet undertaken by American amphibious
forces.’” It would be the last island taken
before the final assault on the Japanese home
islands scheduled for November 1945.

By this time, Japanese defensive strategy
had shifted to one of attempting to “bleed
the enemy white” and delay them as long 
as possible on their thrust toward Japan.

This strategy resulted in the bloodiest
slaughter of the Pacific War. Japanese
General Ushijima pulled his forces away
from the invasion beaches and re-estab-
lished them in the southern end of the
island, where they fortified a series of ridges
into strong defensive positions. U.S. forces
sustained terrible casualties in the capture 
of these positions.

The horrendous slaughter on Okinawa,
along with the recent bloody Iwo Jima
campaign, showed that the coming invasion
of Japan would likely result in a bloodbath
the likes of which had never been seen.
These battles had a profound influence on
President Truman’s decision to use atomic
weapons. Tragically, the Commander of 
the U.S. Forces-General Simon Bolivar
Buckner was killed on  the front lines on
June 18th, just days before the campaign
ended on July 2. 

The loss of lives, ships and aircraft
exceeded any other battle in the Pacific.
But capture of Okinawa helped bring
Japanese leaders face to face with the
inevitable. Their surrender in August
1945 saved thousands of American lives.

Historic spots you shouldn’t miss include
the Japanese Imperial navy underground
headquarters. Be prepared to negotiate
hundreds of steps down – and up! 
A much easier walk is Shurijo Castle,
once totally destroyed, but now rebuilt 
to its former glory.

At the top of your list include “Peace
Park” opened for the 50th anniversary  
of the battle. Dedicated to those who 
lost their lives, the name of every soldier,
marine, coast guardsman, sailor or airman
– both Allied as well as Japanese – are
engraved on elegant granite walls.

An Island of Ingenuity and Innovation,
with an Important Role in World History
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ABOUT YOUR PORT GUIDE

This is your guide to Okinawa, specially
prepared by Princess Cruises. This guide
is intended to assist you if you are on a
shore excursion, touring independently
or doing both.

Please note that the information provided is
general in nature and is subject to change.
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FORMER JAPANESE 
NAVY HEADQUARTERS
The subterranean tunnels and rooms have been
restored and opened to the public. The 100-steps
leading underground will take you back in time
to the final stages of the Battle of Okinawa. 

GYOKUSENDO KINGDOM VILLAGE 
The largest theme park in Okinawa, Gyokusendo
celebrates the accomplishments and the pride of the
Ryukyuan culture. See tropical orchards, traditional
crafts villages, glass-blowing and more. 

HIMEYURI MONUMENT
This much-visited memorial is dedicated to a
group of Okinawan schoolgirls and their teachers
who died while working as volunteer nurses during
the Battle of Okinawa. Inside the modest museum,
you can read testimonials from survivors. 

KOKUSAI STREET
The name Kokusai translates to mean ‘International’.
This one-mile thoroughfare in the heart of Naha
City typifies the new and modern aspects of the city.
Kokusai Street is lined with shops, boutiques, 
department stores, restaurants and souvenir stores. 

NAKAMURA HOUSE
This 18th century house is now a museum and
reflects the daily life of well-to-do Okinawan
family. The house provides insight to a more
refined style of rural architecture. 

PEACE MEMORIAL PARK AND MUSEUM
Located in Mabuni, the park is built on the area
where one of the fiercest confrontations of the
Battle of Okinawa took place. A significant
aspect of the war was the more than 100,000
civilian losses that far outnumbered the military
death toll. The park was built in honor of these
people and is home to the Peace Memorial
Museum and the Cornerstone of Peace. 

RYUKYU GLASS FACTORY
See the traditional methods of glass-blowing 
at this glass-blowing factory. The Ryukyu glass
makes for popular souvenir items of a visit 
to Okinawa. 

RYUKYU MURA
This village is a reconstruction of an ancient
Okinawan village community. Traditional 
crafts come alive in this theme village. 

SHIKINEAN GARDEN
Designated as a national place of scenic beauty,
the garden was the largest second residence for
the Ryukyu royal family and was used to enter-
tain royal family members and foreign guests. 

SHURIJO CASTLE PARK 
Located in the eastern part of Naha City, the
castle commands a panoramic view over Naha
Harbor. Shurijo Castle was the center stage of
the Ryukyuan Kingdom yet natural disasters 
and war have led to the constant rebuilding and
restoration of the current structure. The grand
Seiden, or main hall, has been beautifully
restored and houses 33 dragons, the symbol 
of the king. 

THESE SITES CAN BE FOUND ON THE
MAP AT THE BACK OF THIS GUIDE

DOCKING
Your Princess ship docks in Naha New Port, 
approximately seven miles from downtown.

SHORE EXCURSION
DEPARTURES
Passengers will meet at a specific location for each
Shore Excursion departure. Please refer to the
Princess Patter or your Tour Ticket for the correct
place and time. Your Shore Excursion Staff will 
be at that location to assist you. 

TAXIS
Taxis are available at the pier and throughout Naha
City. Taxi drivers may have limited English-speaking
abilities and usually will only accept local currency
for fares.

SHOPPING
Okinawa is well known for its beautiful and delicate
traditional arts and crafts that include weaving, dye-
ing, lacquerware and ceramics. Beauty and aesthetics
are the norm rather than the exception. Look for
Bingata fabrics, Ryukyu glassware, and lacquerware
unique to this region.

OPENING AND CLOSING TIMES
Shops: Generally, shops and department stores 
are open daily from 9:00 a.m. or 10:00 a.m. to 
7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Post Office: Main offices are usually open from
9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. on weekdays, 9:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. on Saturdays, and 9:00 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. on Sundays, although schedules may vary.
Smaller post offices may open 9:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. on weekdays and 9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. on
Saturdays. The nearest post office is located about
20 minutes from the pier.

Museums: Museums are generally open weekdays
from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. or 5:00 p.m. except
Mondays, although opening and closing times 
may vary.

Shops: Stores are generally open weekdays from
10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m., seven days a week.

CURRENCY
Using local currency is encouraged when shopping
ashore in Okinawa as many shops may not accept
U.S. dollars. 

PROPER ATTIRE
Although there are no specific guidelines for dressing
when visiting Okinawa, please wear proper attire
ashore, especially when planning to visit places 
of worship.

LOCAL CUISINE – Food Specialties
Okinawan cuisine is divided into the aristocratic cuisine
of the royal court, and the everyday home cooking 
of the local people, which are nutritious, medicinal, 
and easy to eat. Typical of the local cuisine include 
the following:

Champuru: a stir-fry dish mixed with tofu, 
bitter melon and vegetables.

Suchikaa: Boiled, salted pork

Okinawa Soba: Noodle Soup Pork broth with wavy
noodles made of wheat flour, topped with pork,
leeks and sliced red ginger (note: slurping sounds
made when eating noodles such as soba, udon, and
ramen are acceptable and not considered rude.)

Drink Specialties
Sample Okinawa’s locally brewed beers including
Orion, Helios, or Ishigaki Island Dachbrau 

SOME USEFUL WORDS
Japanese is related to Altaic languages such as
Mongolian and Turkish. Traditionally, Japanese 
is written in vertical columns from top right 
to bottom left, though the Western system is 
increasingly used. Here are some helpful words:

Good Afternoon/day  . . . . . . . Konnichiwa
Good-bye  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sayonara
Thank you  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Arigato
Please  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Onegai shimass
Yes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hai
No  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ie
How are you?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ogenki dess-ka?
How much?  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ikura dess-ka?

PRINCESS CRUISES AGENTS
In case of emergency while you are ashore, 
please contact:

Kyowa Marine Service Co. Ltd.
2-10-17 Akasaki, Ishikawa-shi,
Okinawa-ken, Japan  904-1103
Telephone: 81-98-977-7770
Telefax:  81-98-977-7725

Note: The information in this port guide is subject to change without notice. We apologize for any inconvenience, 
but Princess Cruises cannot accept responsibility for any such alterations. Thank you.
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AN OVERVIEW OF JAPAN

Strung out in a great arc along the coast
of East Asia, Japan has performed an
economic miracle, earning international
respect and admiration. In little more
than a century, this Asian country, 
with few natural resources, has trans-
formed itself into today’s most dynamic
technological superpower, dominating
the international economy as no other
modern nation since the post-World
War II United States.

Tokyo, Japan’s capital, is home to many
of the world’s largest financial institu-
tions; nine of the world’s 10 largest
banks; the largest airline; the second 
and third largest construction companies; 
and conglomerates with tens of billions
of dollars worth of real estate in such
locales as London, Paris, Rome, Los
Angeles, Rio de Janeiro, New York,
Sydney and countless other political 
and economic centers. 

The Japanese archipelago consists of four
main islands–Kyushu, Shikoku, Honshu,
and Hokkaido–and countless smaller
ones, all of which are volcanic in origin.
The islands stretch for some 2,500 miles
along the Pacific “Rim of Fire.” This
contiguous chain of volcanoes and faults
skirting North and South America’s
western coastlines fringes the gulf of
Alaska, then continues along the coast 

of the Asian land mass, ending in the
Indonesian archipelago. Throughout 
the rim, violent earth movements and
volcanic activity are not uncommon.
Indeed, 60 volcanoes within the main
Japanese islands remain active today.

Japan’s main islands cover the same 
latitude and general climate range as
the eastern coast of the United States.
The northern island of Hokkaido paral-
lels New England; the heart of the
country from Tokyo west to the Inland
Sea corresponds to North Carolina; and 
the southern island of Kyushu parallels
Georgia. The seasons, temperature and
rainfall are all comparable to those of
these American states, except that Japan,
located hundreds of miles out to sea,
experiences somewhat less summer and
winter extremes and receives substantial-
ly more rainfall.

Americans overemphasize the smallness
of Japan, contrasting it with their own
or other geographic giants like China or
Russia. A more reasonable comparison
may be found in Europe. Japan is small-
er than France or Spain, but slightly
larger than Italy or Great Britain. 

Like Italy, Japan is mountainous, with
great mountain stretches and jumbled
hills found throughout the four main
islands. The combination of rugged
coastlines, precipitous mountains and
lush vegetation make Japan one of 

the world’s genuine places of beauty.
Perhaps this explains why the Japanese
have such a high degree of artistic
appreciation and creativity.

Outside the islands’ rare scenic beauty,
however, there is little else. Except for
coal, workable mineral or fuel deposits
are meager. Plentiful water is Japan’s
only great natural resource, but the silt
washed down by mountain streams has
not created more than a narrow and
fragmented coastal plain. Less than 
20 percent of the land is flat enough 
for cultivation or habitation. 

This results in Japan’s 124 million citizens
being crowded into an area significantly
smaller than the state of Connecticut, 
creating the densest concentration of
humanity–830 per square mile–among 
all developed nations except Hong Kong.
To put this into perspective, if Japan had
the same population density as the United
States, her total population would not 
reach 8 million.

Thus, Japan’s topography naturally
pushed her inhabitants out upon 
the seas, making them some of Asia’s 
greatest seafarers. When 16th-century
Europeans first rounded the Malay
peninsula and entered East Asian waters,
they found the seas already dominated
by the Japanese.

Okinawa WorldPanoramic views Peace Memorial Park
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