
SIZE: 301,381 sq. miles, twice the
size of California

POPULATION: 58,580, around 
one-fourth the U.S. population.

LANGUAGE: Turkish is the official
language, but Kurdish and Arabic 
are also spoken.

CAPITAL: Ankara

TYPE OF GOVERNMENT: Republic

CURRENCY: Turkish Lira

TIME ZONE: GMT +3

Just a few years ago, Kusadasi looked
like any other sleepy fishing village.
There were only a few buildings of note.
Castillo de Santa Catalina, a Genoese
castle dating from the 13th century, 
was later used as a base by the pirate
Barbarossa and his brothers.

There is also a large Caravansary built in
1613 by the Turkish governor Mehmet
Pasha. Originally designed as a haven for
passing merchants and their camels, it has
now been renovated as a luxury hotel.

The local Bazaar has also grown to be 
one of Turkey’s largest markets for leather
goods, jewelry, and oriental rugs. Only the
Grand Bazaar in Istanbul is bigger.

The entire town has been transformed
into a center for tourists, with access to
Ephesus and the entire Ionian coast.

Ionian Greeks settled this part of Asia
Minor as early as the 10th-century B.C.
They founded cities around the finest
natural harbors in the Mediterranean,
and rapidly became an important com-
mercial zone.

These Ionian Greeks made important
contributions to the commerce and 
culture of the Aegean region. In fact,
many of the earliest Greek philosophers
and thinkers lived here along the Ionian
coast, and not in mainland Greece.

The conflict that led to the Greek-
Persian Wars also began here. The
Greeks resisted the encroachments of the
Persian Emperor Darius, and later his
son, Xerxes. When Athens and mainland

Greece supported their cousins against
Persia, the conflict became general, and
ended only when the Persians failed to
subdue the Greek cities.

Smyrna may be the birthplace of the
poet Homer. Since Homer’s Iliad is
about the siege of Troy, it is significant
that Smyrna is little more than 100
miles from ancient Troy. He was cer-
tainly familiar with the local tales and
legends of the epic siege, on which he
based his work.

East of Smyrna was Sardis, capital of 
the kingdom of Lydia. The first metal
coins were probably minted here. Lydia
conquered Ephesus and established itself
as a regional power.

Pergamum was once known for a huge
altar honoring Zeus. The altar was discov-
ered by German archaeologists a century
ago, and is displayed in a Berlin museum
today. Pergamum also had one of the
greatest libraries of antiquity, with more
than 200,000 volumes. The only greater
library was at Alexandria in Egypt.

One of the ancient world’s medical 
centers was the Asclepeium there, 
known for healthy spring water, massage, 
mud baths, and herbal cures. The great
2nd-century physician Galen was a 
native of Pergamum.

Ephesus temporarily replaced Smyrna as
the commercial capital of Asia Minor until
its river port silted up in the 3rd-century.
Another claim to fame was the cult of
Artemis at Ephesus. A huge temple was

Kusadasi: A Historic Crossroads of
Empires and Shadows of Stature
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AT A GLANCE

ABOUT YOUR PORT GUIDE

This is your guide to Kusadasi, specially 
prepared by Princess Cruises. This guide
is intended to assist you if you are on a
shore excursion, touring independently
or doing both.

Please note that the information provided is
general in nature and is subject to change.

Ku
sa

da
si

ku
sa

da
si

_S
H

X
P

R
TG

D
E

_0
00

1

Adventures Ashore® Port Guide

K U S A D A S I



GENOESE CASTLE
Located on Pigeon Island and connected to town
by a causeway, the castle was once home to three
infamous pirate brothers, who pillaged the coasts
of Spain and Italy in the 16th-century; today it
is the site of a disco and several teahouses.

TOURIST INFORMATION CENTER
CARAVANSARY
This 300-year-old inn, where caravans would
spend the night, is now a popular hotel and
restaurant.

POST OFFICE PRINCESS BERTH
This is where your ship will be docked.

TOURIST INFORMATION CENTER
Conveniently located opposite the port gates and
before the shopping area of Kusadasi.

CARAVANSARY (THE KARAVANSERAI 
OF OKUZ MEHMET PASA)
Kusadasi's most famous building was completed in
1613 and is characteristic of classic caravansaries of
Istanbul and Bursa. It consists of two floors sur-
rounding the colonnaded courtyard that features a
fountain for ablutions. The building is surrounded
by 30-foot high walls, set off by battlements, giving
it an almost castle-like appearance. The caravansary
was restored in 1966 and converted into a hotel.

OKUZ MEHMET PASA MOSQUE
(THE GRAND MOSQUE)
The entrance to the courtyard of this mosque is
located on the left hand side of Tayyare Street.
This mosque was built around the same time as
the Caravansary and features an impressive dome
supported by flying buttresses, stained glass win-
dows and an weathered  main door, itself a fine
example of Ottoman woodwork.

THE KALEICI BATHS
Part of the Okuz Mehmet Pasa Mosque complex
and also built in the early 17th century, the baths
are divided into two sections - one for the men
and another for the women. Kusadasi also has
another bathhouse which was built in the 19th
century also featuring two sections along the 
lines of the Kaleici Baths.

HANIM (LADY) MOSQUE
One of the oldest mosques in the region, 
it has a square floor plan covered by a dome, 
but the pedestal of the minaret is a hexagon.

SEASHORE PARK
A short walk along Ataturk Boulevard, 
this waterfront park is home to the Peace 
and Ataturk Monuments.

DENIZI BEACH
Located about a three mile walk from the town,
this beach is the town's most popular beach.

THESE SITES CAN BE FOUND ON THE
MAP AT THE BACK OF THIS GUIDE

DOCKING
Your Princess ship docks in Kusadasi. Please refer to
the City Map for the specific location.

SHORE EXCURSION DEPARTURES
Passengers will meet at a specific location for each
shore excursion departure. Please refer to your tour
ticket and the Princess Patter for the correct place
and time. Your Shore Excursion staff will 
be at that location to assist you.

TAXIS
Taxis are available outside the port gates. 
Confirm your fare with driver before departing. 

SHOPPING
Throughout Turkey, bargaining is expected. 
As a general rule of thumb, start at about 
60 percent of the asking price and be prepared 
to pay about 75 percent. You’ll find good buys in: 
Alabaster and Onyx: A wide variety of uniquely
carved objects Pottery Hand-painted Kutahya 
pieces Clothing: Authentic and modern outfits, 
slippers and leather goods Jewelry: Colorfully 
handcrafted necklaces, bracelets and earrings 
Carpets and Textiles: Beautiful designs in all 
shapes and sizes Also Brass and Copper

PUBLIC SERVICES
Banks: Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. 
to noon and from 1:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Museums: Varies, but generally open Tuesday
through Sunday from 8:30 or 9:00 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m.

Shops: Generally open Monday through Saturday
from 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and from 2:00 p.m. 
to 6:00 p.m. The bazaar is located outside the port
gates. Souvenir shops usually have longer hours.
Post Office: Open daily from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

PROPER ATTIRE
Please wear proper attire ashore when planning 
to visit churches, cathedrals, mosques and other
sacred places. Shorts for both men and women are
considered improper. Women should also cover their
bare shoulders.

LOCAL CUISINE - Food Specialties
The food in Turkey can be a real pleasure, 
especially if you like seafood. Recommended 
foods include:

Athopot Salatasi: A cold octopus salad, often with
shrimps, and tossed in olive oil, vinegar and parsley

Dolma: The general name for a variety of stuffed
dishes, one of the best being mussels stuffed with
rice, pine nuts and currants

Grilled Fish: Try palamut (baby tuna), 
lufer (bluefish) and levrek (sea bass).

Drink Specialties - The national drink is raki,
which is similar to Greek ouzo, made from grapes
and aniseed. There are also a number of good local
wines in Turkey. They include:

Villa Doluca: White and red

Kavaklidere: White and red

It is always recommended that you drink bottled 
water while in port.

TIPPING
Suggested tipping is 10 percent for good service.

SOME USEFUL WORDS

Yes  . . . . . . . . . . . . Evet

No . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hayir

Please  . . . . . . . . . . Lutfen

Thank you  . . . . . Tesekkur ederim

PRINCESS CRUISES AGENTS

In case of emergency while you are ashore, 
please contact:

Merkez Deniz Acenteligi
Ve Ticaret AS
Plevne Bulvari # 1/7
35220 Izmir, Turkey 35220
Telephone: 90-232-4217846
Telefax: 90-232-4217847

Note: The information in this port guide is subject to change without notice. We apologize for any inconvenience, 
but Princess Cruises cannot accept responsibility for any such alterations. Thank you.
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built to house the statue the multi-breasted
goddess, a popular and powerful symbol 
of fertility. St. Paul preached against the
shrine with mixed results. He later wrote
his Letter to the Ephesians, which remains
one of his finest works.

St. John likely wrote his Gospel 
here, and addresses part of the Book 
of Revelation, indicating that he knew
the region well. Among his “Seven Cities
of Asia” are Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum
and Sardis. Ephesus was also home to
Polycarp, an early bishop and martyr.

Tradition also says that both Mary, the
mother of Jesus, and John the Evangelist
lived at Ephesus during their final years.
Mary and John are revered by both
Christians and Moslems.

A visit to Ephesus will put you in touch
with some of this area’s most stunning
ancient ruins. There is an Odeon, or
small theater, with a capacity of 1,400.
It was also used for public meetings of
the city council. The Magnesian Gate
and Town Hall are near at hand.

The impressive Library of Celsus stands at
the foot of the main street. Its stately two-
level facade is being carefully restored.
The interior walls were designed to 
display 12,000 scrolls in niches, which
protected them from the humidity.

The Temples of Domitian and Hadrian are
impressive, and the Great Theater (which is
still in use) seats 25,000 spectators.

Harbor Street – also known as the
Arcadian Way – connected the port 

district with the center of town.
Beautiful colonnades on both sides 
and marble pavement made a dazzling
first impression on visiting dignitaries. 
It was one of the rare ancient streets 
to be lit by lamps at night.

Some distance away, you can see the
ruins of the massive Temple of Artemis,
which was several times larger than the
Parthenon. There had been temples here
as early as the 7th century B.C.; this one
was completed about 430.

Even in its abandoned state, Ephesus
remains an awe-inspiring city, in an
amazing setting. The Ionians lived well
and wisely. Even those who live in great
luxury today must tip their hats to these
imaginative people.

Ruins at Ephesus St. Johns Basilica



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


