
SIZE: Approximately 13,982 square
miles, slightly smaller than Maryland
and Delaware combined.

POPULATION: 22,894,384 
(July 2005 est)

LANGUAGE: Mandarin is the official
language; Taiwanese (Min) and
Hakka dialects are also spoken

CAPITAL: Taipei

TYPE OF GOVERNMENT: Multi-party
Democratic Regime

CURRENCY: New Taiwan Dollar (TWD)

Beyond the ubiquitous “Made in Taiwan”
label, what more does any of us know
about Taiwan?

A large island in the Pacific Ocean 100
miles off the east coast of the Chinese
mainland,  Taiwan forms part of an
island chain marking the edge of Asia’s
continental shelf in the Pacific. Known
also as Formosa (the Beautiful) from the
days of the Portuguese explorers, Taiwan
is now, at least in theory, a province of
China. Altogether the province of Taiwan 
comprises 79 islands, most of which 
are mostly volcanic in origin and all of
which boast outstanding scenery. 

Running down the center of the main
island is a range of mountains, sloping
gently to the west but steeply to the east,
and many peaks exceed 10,000 feet in
height.  Most of the island’s 22 million
people live in the west and southwest
where there is plenty of arable land,
drained by the streams rising in the
Central Range, as the backbone chain 
of mountains is called. 

Humid and subtropical, the climate is
influenced by monsoons, in the winter
and summer, and severe typhoons in the
summer.  One mountain area enjoys an
annual rainfall ten times that of south-
east England, but Keelung has three
times the amount of precipitation, about
80 to 90 inches. During the typhoon
season, 40 inches of rain may fall in a 
24 hour period, and the temperature
ranges from 58 degrees in January 
to 82 degrees in midsummer. 

Dense forest cover about 60% of the
island – pines and cedars, maples,
cypress and camphor trees.

Only one percent of the population are
from original stock: 99% are descended
from Chinese settlers who first arrived in
the 17th century. At this time the Dutch
and Spanish were prowling around as
well as the Portuguese, and the Chinese
captured Taiwan around 1680. More
and more settlers arrived, often at odds
with each other because they came from
different mainland provinces, and then
in 1886 Taiwan was made a province.

From 1895 to 1945 it was ruled by
Japan, during which time there was
modern industrial revolution with 
better communications and transport,
and more efficient farming and methods,
but Taiwan came in for some heavy
Allied bombing when it served as a 
base for Japan’s military thrust into 
the South Pacific. 

Taiwan reverted to Chinese control 
after the Second World War becoming
a refuge for the Nationalist government
after the Communists had taken over
the mainland. Chiang Kai-Shek was
supported by the United States, but
gradually the support dwindled as the
world recognized that Communism was
acceptable to the vast majority of the
Chinese people. 

The rice crop occupies 60% of farming
land, the rest being taken up with sweet
potatoes, peanuts, soybeans and sugarcane.
The main export crops are canned mush-
rooms, asparagus and pineapples, with tea
and bananas. There are unfortunately 
few mineral resources, reserves of coal 
are running out, and there is little oil, 
copper or natural gas. 

A Catalyst of Global Commerce, this Small
Island Makes a Big Impact on the World

TAIWAN
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ABOUT YOUR PORT GUIDE

This is your guide to Keelung, specially
prepared by Princess Cruises. This guide
is intended to assist you if you are on a
shore excursion, touring independently
or doing both.

Please note that the information provided is
general in nature and is subject to change.Keelung_09/05_SHXPRTGDE_0002
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NATIONAL PALACE MUSEUM
Recognized worldwide as the center of Chinese
culture and tradition, the museum houses the
world’s largest collection of Chinese art treasures
which span China’s 5,000 year history.

CHIANG KAI CHEK’S MEMORIAL HALL 
Covering an area of over two million square
feet, the memorial was built from funds donat-
ed by people of Chinese heritage worldwide.
This famous hall exhibits artifacts of the late
president’s life

MARTYR’S SHRINE
Dedicated to war heroes of the revolution of the
Republic of China and the War of Resistance
against Japan. Every hour one can see the
changing of the guard ceremony.

LUNGSHAN TEMPLE
The 254-year-old temple is devoted to the
Goddess of Mercy and is Taiwan’s premier
ancient temple. Attracting steams of tourists 
and worshippers every day, the temple is rich 
in exquisite bronze, stone and wood carvings.

PAO-AN TEMPLE
Dedicated to Pashen Tati - the God of Medicine
in local folk religion - the temple was built over
230 years ago. One of the islands oldest, the
temple contains many ornate and intricate carv-
ings. Look closely at the columns decorated with
ferocious writhing dragons and marvel at the
ceilings adorned with woodcarvings of lions,
flowers and figures from Chinese mythology.

LIN AN TAI HOUSE
This modest farmhouse is one of the few 
ancient houses in Taipei. Built in 1783, the house
was moved in 1978 to it’s current location in
Hsinsheng Park and considered a folk museum.

PRESIDENTIAL OFFICE
Presidential Office is an important symbol for
the people in Taiwan. It is a five-story structure
built in European Renaissance style with a dou-
ble court-yard plan. Important ceremonies are
held in front of the building on the New Year's
Day and National Day. 

THESE SITES CAN BE FOUND ON THE
MAP AT THE BACK OF THIS GUIDE

DOCKING
Your Princess ship will dock in Keelung, approximately
18 miles from Taipei. Driving time is approximately
one-hour, one-way, subject to local traffic conditions.
The city of Keelung is within walking distance 
(approximately 10 minutes) from the pier.

SHORE EXCURSION DEPARTURES
Passengers will meet at a specific location for each
shore excursion departure. Please refer to your tour
ticket and the Princess Patter for the correct place
and time. Your Shore Excursion staff will be at that
location to assist you.

TAXIS
Taxis are available outside the pier entrance gates 
and throughout Taipei. Taxi drivers speak limited
English and usually will only accept local currency.
Taxi drivers will negotiate rates, and will not
normally use a meter.

SHOPPING
Taiwan is well-known as a shoppers haven in the 
Far East. The country is famous for jewelry made
from the indigenous coral as well as furniture made
of teak or rosewood. Look for Chinese carpets,
ceramic reproductions of Sung and Ming Dynasty
pieces. Jade and cloisonné pieces are also very 
popular or look for bamboo items, sea grass hats,
dolls, lanterns, brass, and fabrics.

Local currency is encouraged when shopping ashore
in Taiwan as many shops may not accept U.S. dollars.
Credit cards are accepted at many locations. 

OPENING AND CLOSING TIMES      
Banks: Generally open weekdays from 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Post Office: Generally open weekdays from 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Shops: Generally shops and department stores are
open daily from 11:30 a.m. to 10:30 p.m.

LOCAL CUISINE
Dining in Taiwan is offers an opportunity for a total
immersion in Chinese flavors. All provincial cooking
styles are represented such as Peking, Shanghai,
Szechuan, Hunan and Guangzhou.  Dim sum 
and Mongolian Barbecue are also popular meals 
in Taipei.

For beverages, drink hot tea in the winter, cold
lemon tea in summer. Popular drinks include:

Kaoliang: liquor 

Shaoshing jiu: yellow rice wine

It always recommended that you drink bottled 
water while in port.

Chops Stick Etiquette: Never stick chopsticks
upright in a dish (i.e. rice) as it is a bad omen 
representing incense sticks burning in a funeral urn.
Never point them at anyone; this is also a bad omen,
like a dagger to the heart. Placing chopstick across
your bowl indicates you want more food, and finally,
eat everything as leaving food indicates you were 
dissatisfied with your host’s food.

It is always recommended that you drink
bottled water while in port.

SOME USEFUL WORDS
The official language in Taiwan is Mandarin
Chinese although many original island families 
speak Hakka and Amoy dialects.  Here are some
helpful words in Chinese:

Good Morning  . . . . . . . Dzau

Thank You  . . . . . . . . . . . Syeh syeh nee

Hello  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ni hau

Goodbye  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dzai jyan

Yes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Shr de

No  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bu shr

How much?  . . . . . . . . . . Dwo shau chyan?

PRINCESS CRUISES AGENTS
In case of emergency while you are ashore, 
please contact:

Jardine, Mateson & Co, LTD
13F 50,
Hsin Sheng South Road, SEC.1
Taipei
Republic of China
TAIWAN
100
Telepone:  886-2-23954536
Telefax:  886-2-223920435

Note: The information in this port guide is subject to change without notice. We apologize for any inconvenience, 
but Princess Cruises cannot accept responsibility for any such alterations. Thank you.
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How have Taiwan’s products appear to
have flooded the Western world, even
with the scarcity of natural resources?
The industrialism of the island is rivaled
only by that of Japan and Hong Kong. 

Taiwan imports the raw materials and
exports the finished product and with
such a dense population, naturally
industrious and dedicated to the pursuit
of Mammon, the result is predictable.
Textiles and electrical equipment,
machinery and metal products are 
the chief exports. 

The second seaport in Taiwan,
Keelung, is located at the northern tip
of the island. A railway system, con-
nects all the important cities in the
western half of the island, and starts
from Keelung— which also has four
main canals and many lesser ones. 

One of the two districts, Greater
Keelung to the south-west, is inhabited
mostly by Taiwan natives, whilst Lesser
Keelung to the north-east has mostly
Chinese settlers. 

Eighteen miles south-west of Keelung,
where the ship berths, is Taipei, situated
on a broad plain surrounded by forests.
The 100-year old city, the largest and most
modern in the country, is three in one: 
the chief cultural and recreational center 
of the mainland Chinese, a tourist attrac-
tion and an important industrial center.

Publishing, sugar refining and fruit canning
are the main industries, together with the
manufacture of textiles, appliances, metal
and rubber products, chemicals and tea.

Taipei temple Chiang Kai-Shek Memorial Hall Martyr’s Shrine
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