
SIZE: Approximately 125,624 square
miles, slightly larger than New Mexico

POPULATION: 79,939,014 
(July 2001 est)

LANGUAGE: Vietnamese is the 
official language, English is spoken,
some French, Chinese and Kmer

CAPITAL: Hanoi

TYPE OF GOVERNMENT :
Communist State

CURRENCY: Dong (VND) 

TIME ZONE: GMT + 7

The largest city in Vietnam, Ho Chi Minh 
is still often called Saigon, though the name
was officially changed in 1975 at the close 
of 30 years of warfare when North Vietnam
defeated South Vietnam in the war. The city
offers two sections, the downtown (Saigon)
and Chinatown (Cholon).

Ho Chi Minh’s history goes back to the
mid-1600s, when it was a fishing village
under Cambodian Khmer control. Very
soon thereafter, migrating Vietnamese 
were allowed to settle here by the Khmers.
Its strategic location on the Mekong River
Delta quickly made the city an important
trading center. The French occupied Saigon
in 1859, hoping to exploit commercial
opportunities all the way to the Mekong’s
headwaters.

The heart of Ho Chi Minh City is 
considered Saigon, a truly fascinating and
bustling place to explore. As Vietnam’s most
cosmopolitan city, Saigon has a racially
mixed population and a myriad of national
monuments, including many colonial struc-
tures such as the Notre Dame Cathedral
completed in 1876, the French Colonial
Post Office and the Rex Hotel.

The colonial part of town is home to the
Museum of History, housing crafts and
other local items displayed in chronological
order. Another landmark, the Reunification
Palace, is an historical structure that was
formerly the Presidential Palace of the
Republic of South Vietnam. The signifi-
cance of this monument is as a symbol of
the ending of the war. The grounds here
are very beautiful, and the building today 
is still used for state visits.

The district of Cholon dates back to the 
18th-century. A bustling part of town with
crowded streets, the name Cholon literally
means “Great Market,” as evident by its
bustling marketplace. In the center of town 
is the Palace of Seven Congregations, dedicat-
ed to the empress of heaven and the Military
Palace of the Seven Congregations, where the
General Chinese Association is held.

In the district of Congregations are numerous
churches and temples of most every denomi-
nation. The city’s Chatham Church is where
Vietnam’s President Diem was assassinated 
in 1963. The Binh Tay Market is an excellent
place to people-watch as local merchants 
hustle their wares.

A Strategic Site and Flashpoint for World
History, Ho Chi Minh City is Rich in Culture

VIETNAM
AT A GLANCE

ABOUT YOUR PORT GUIDE

This is your guide to Vung tau, specially
prepared by Princess Cruises. This guide
is intended to assist you if you are on 
a shore excursion, touring independently
or doing both.

Please note that the information provided 
is general in nature and is subject to change.

Adventures Ashore® Port Guide
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REUNIFICATION HALL  
The former Presidential Palace is now a museum
and exhibition center.

NATIONAL HISTORY MUSEUM 
A small but fascinating collection of art and 
artifacts traces the cultural history of Vietnam.

FORMER US EMBASSY 
The last Americans in Vietnam were evacuated
by helicopter from the rooftop in 1975.

CITY HALL 
This building built like a wedding cake, is one 
of six colonial-style buildings left in Saigon.

SEA GODDESS TEMPLE 
A colorful and strange looking temple with
arrays of incense coils hanging from the top 
of the temple. The temple houses a treasure 
of wood carvings and ceramic figurines.

REX HOTEL 
The site of the US military’s weekly updates on
progress in the war in Vietnam - the infamous
"Friday Night Follies."

THESE SITES CAN BE FOUND ON THE
MAP AT THE BACK OF THIS GUIDE

DOCKING
The ship will be docked at Interflour or anchored near
Vung Tau. The ship's tenders will be utilized. Vung
Tau town is about nine miles from the tender pier, and
Saigon (Ho Chi Minh) is approximately 56 miles away.

SHORE EXCURSION DEPARTURES
Please check your Princess Patter for departure
times, and to confirm where and when to meet for
your tours.

TAXIS
Taxies are not available pierside, but can be found
throughout downtown and Ho Chi Minh City.

SHOPPING
Ho Chi Minh City is a treasure trove 
for shoppers. A variety of goods, from traditional
basketware, electronics and imported clothing are
available in the city center and in the Cholon
District. Dong Khoi Street and the streets adjacent
have the best souvenir shops. You'll find silks, 

lacquerware and embroideries in abundance. Ben
Thanh is the main city market, equipped with every-
thing from towels and wigs to makeup and produce. 

OPENING AND CLOSING TIMES
Banks: Generally open weekdays from 
7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Shops: Generally open early seven days a week 
from 7:30 .am. to anywhere between 6:00 p.m. 
and 10:00 p.m.

Post Office: Generally open weekdays from 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

LOCAL CUISINE – Food Specialties
Vietnamese food is usually prepared fresh with a
minimum of oil and served with the ubiquitous fish
sauce called "nuoc mam." Typical Vietnamese

Dishes include:

Pho: A type of rice noodle soup eaten for breakfast
or lunch

Cha gio: Deep-fried spring rolls

Goi ngo sen: A delicious salad made with lotus
stems, shrimps and peanuts.

Due to the strong Buddhist influence in Vietnam,
vegetarian food is widely available.

Drink Specialties
Sample the local beer, 333.

It is always recommended that you drink bottled
water while in port.

PRINCESS CRUISES AGENT
In case of emergency while you are ashore, 
please contact:

Hainam Shipping Agency
356/12 Bach Dang Street
Binh Thanh District
Ho Chi Minh City
Vietnam
Telephone: 84-8-8297223
Telefax: 84-8-8293626

Note: The information in this port guide is subject to change without notice. We apologize for any inconvenience, 
but Princess Cruises cannot accept responsibility for any such alterations. Thank you.

Places of Interest Practical InformationAdventures Ashore® Port Guide ~ Vung Tau
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