
SIZE: 198,460 square miles, slightly
more than twice the size of Wyoming.

POPULATION: 65,444,371 
(July 2005 est.) 

LANGUAGE: Thai, English, 
ethnic and regional dialects.

CAPITAL: Bangkok

TYPE OF GOVERNMENT:
Constitutional Monarchy

CURRENCY: Baht (THB)

TIME ZONE: GMT + 7

Thailand offers you an escape to a world 
of exotic enchantment and excitement, 
a land of golden temples and spirit houses.
Boasting some of the world’s most mag-
nificent hotels. It is a nation of smiling
people, happy children, saffron-robed
monks and, without doubt, the world’s
most congested streets.

Thailand is crisscrossed with klongs
(canals) and, indeed, Bangkok’s moniker 
is the Venice of the East. Rice barges,
massive rafts of teak logs, ferry boats and
river buses all glide along, presenting 
a kaleidoscope of changing colors. It is 
a mecca for shoppers looking for the
exotic: superlative silks, gemstones and
intricately decorated objects.

What is Thailand’s secret? It is real, 
not a replica of something it once was, 
or a creation to simply attract tourists.
Sights are all around, at every turn: the
vendors, the beguiling children, the food
and flower stalls, the shops, the tuk-tuks
and traffic. 

Thailand is a living museum, functioning
and being used by the people. In short,
Thailand is everything you read and hear
about and more. More than just a place,
Thailand is a mood.

With a land mass more than twice the
size of Wyoming, and population twice
as large as Califonia, Thailand is the
pivot of Southeast Asia. In the west, its
border with Burma extends south from
Chiang Rai almost 1,000 miles to the
Andaman Sea. The narrow Kra Isthmus,
dividing the Andaman Sea from the
Gulf of Siam, forms its southern border
with peninsular Malaysia. In the east, the
border runs north from the gulf abutting
Cambodia for 400 miles and Laos for
another 850 miles, meeting the western
border near Chiang Rai, only 150 miles
south of China.

A spearhead pointed at the Chinese
underbelly, it is also a rich prize with
long, soft borders. That geographical
position has shaped the character and
actions of the Thais, as well as their
institutions and policies.

Where the Past Meets the Present in a
Living Museum of Culture and Creativity

THAILAND
AT A GLANCE

ABOUT YOUR PORT GUIDE

This is your guide to Bangkok, specially
prepared by Princess Cruises. This guide
is intended to assist you if you are on a
shore excursion, touring independently
or doing both.

Please note that the information provided is
general in nature and is subject to change.
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Golden Buddhas, Wat Suthat



GRAND PALACES
This palace complex on the banks of the Chao
Phraya River is the former residence of the royal
Siamese court.

WAT PO
This wat or temple is more commonly known 
as the Temple of the Reclining Buddha.

WAT TRIMITR
Also known as the Temple of the Golden
Buddha. Home to a famous statue of the
Buddha carved in the Sukothai style from 
solid gold.

KLONGS
Simple stilt houses line Bangkok’s klongs or
canals, which the local villagers depend on for
transportation, food and bathing.

JIM THOMPSON HOUSE
American, Jim Thompson was an architect 
and avid collector of Southeast Asian antiques
and art. Thompson moved to Thailand after
World War II, where he devoted himself to
reviving traditional silk weaving. Thompson
built his house by combining six teak buildings,
each building representing a facet of traditional
Thai architecture.

VIMANMEK ROYAL MANSION
The largest golden teakwood building in the
world, the mansion was commissioned by King
Rama V in 1900 and was completed in 1901.

WAT PRA KEO
Known as the Royal Chapel of the Emerald
Buddha, this is one of Buddhism’s most
magnificent monasteries and one of the most 
celebrated sites in all Thailand. At the heart of 
the monastery is a Buddha carved from a single
piece of emerald-green jasper, perched atop 
a gilded pedestal.

WAT SUTHAT AND GIANT SWING
Wat Suthat is among the oldest and largest tem-
ples in Bangkok. It houses the beautiful 14th-
century Phra Buddha Shakyamuni, a Buddha
image that was brought from Sukhothai, and the
ashes of King Rama VIII, Ananda Mahidol,
brother of the current king, are contained in its
base. Opposite the Wat Suthat, stand red teak
pillars once used in the Brahman "Ceremony of
the Swing." Before being discontinued in 1932,
the ceremony required young Hindu priests to
swing a full 180 degrees from the pillars to
snatch a bag of gold coins with their teeth.
Many died during the attempt.

THE NATIONAL MUSEUM
The current museum—the largest in Southeast
Asia—was built as part of the Grand Palace com-
plex when the capital of Siam was moved from
Thonburi to Bangkok in 1782. Originally the
palace of Rama I's brother, the deputy king and
appointed successor, it was called the Wang Na
(Palace at the Front). The position of princely
successor was eventually abolished, and Rama V
had the palace converted into a museum in 1884. 

THESE SITES CAN BE FOUND ON THE
MAP AT THE BACK OF THIS GUIDE.

DOCKING
Your Princess ship will dock in Bangkok. 

SHORE EXCURSION DEPARTURES
Passengers will meet at a specific location for each
shore excursion departure. Please refer to your tour
ticket and the Princess Patter for the correct place
and time. Your Shore Excursion staff will be at that
location to assist you.

TAXIS
Taxis are available pierside and throughout the
downtown area.

SHOPPING
Thailand is a shopper’s paradise. Good buys include:

Bronzeware: Uniquely crafted items from candle-
sticks to table settings

Teakwood: Carved boxes, figurines and other pieces

Gems and Jewelry: Sapphires and rubies, either
loose or mounted

Lacquerware: Popular boxes and other pieces in
gold and black

Textiles: Thai silk

Other unique souvenirs are Thai dolls, made in the
shape of dancers and mythological creatures, as well
as celadon ware, an ancient ceramic art.

Please note that antiques and Buddha images are not
allowed out of the country.

OPENING AND CLOSING TIMES
Banks: Generally open weekdays from 8:30 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m.

Shops: Generally open everyday (except national 
holidays on some certain private small shops) 
from 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Post Office: Generally open weekdays from 
8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

LOCAL CUISINE
Thai cooking has been influenced by Chinese,
Indian, Portuguese and other cuisine. It is generally
hot and spicy, and rice is the basis of most meals.
Popular dishes include:

Kaeng Khio Waan: A rich curry made with coconut
cream, spices and eggplant 

Phad Phed: Meat or fish stir-fried with hot chili,
basil, garlic and other seasonings

Tom Khaa: Rich soup made with coconut cream,
lime, chilis and chicken

It is always recommended that you drink bottled
water while in port.

TIPPING
Suggested tipping is 10 to 15 per cent for 
good behavior.

SOME USEFUL WORDS
Thai is a tonal language and incorporates many
Sanskrit words from ancient India as well as 
modern English words.  Here are some helpful
words and phrases:

Good Morning  . . . . . . . . . . . . Arun Sawad
Good Afternoon  . . . . . . . . . . . Sawasdee
Good Night . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ratree Sawas
Yes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chai
No  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mai 
No it is not that one  . . . . . . . Mai Chai
No I do not want it  . . . . . . . . Mai Aao
Please  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dai Proad
Thank You  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kob Khun Krub

(male)

Thank You  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Kob Khun Kha
(female)

The word "Sawasdee" is normally said and greeted
at any given time of the day.

It is very polite to also put both palms together in
the gesture of "wai" or greeting and place them
close to your chest.

PRINCESS CRUISES AGENT
In case of emergency while you are ashore, 
please contact:

E.A.S. Maritime Agencies (Thailand) Co. Ltd
Suite No. 014S, Ground Floor
P.S.T. City Home Tower
128/14 Soi Naksuan Nonsi Road
Chongnonsi, Yannawa
Bangkok,
THAILAND
10120
Telephone:  66-2-681-6085
Telefax:  66-2-681-7285

Note: The information in this port guide is subject to change without notice. We apologize for any inconvenience, 
but Princess Cruises cannot accept responsibility for any such alterations. Thank you.

Places of Interest Practical Information

Grand Palace
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Like Britain, Thailand has been 
compelled by geographical position 
and relative weakness to preserve itself
by maintaining a balance among its 
enemies. Unlike Britain, Thailand is 
not protected by a sea moat. Since they
could not defend their frontiers, the
Thais have for centuries alternatively
placated and defied their enemies,
adroitly changing allies as necessary.

Thailand’s success in preserving her 
independence during the 19th and 
20th centuries when all her neighbors
were losing theirs is the most outstanding
feature of her modern history. 

Probably the most stable and best-
administered state in all Southeast Asia,
Thailand accepted the lead of a vigorous
monarchy through centuries of its strug-
gle with the West. Thais survived several 

national disasters while maintaining their
traditions. They also had more experi-
ence in dealing with Europeans than any 
other people on the mainland, having
permitted Western traders to do business
in their country ever since the first
Portuguese arrived. They also successfully
coped with the French attempts to take
over the kingdom in the middle of the
17th and later 19th-centuries.

Thailand Culture



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


