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SIZE: 51,146 square miles, about the
size of Alabama

POPULATION: 10,042,000, about
one-third the population of California

LANGUAGE: Greek

CAPITAL: Athens

TYPE OF GOVERNMENT: Presidential
Parliamentary Republic

CURRENCY: Euro, formerly 
Greek Drachma

TIME ZONE: GMT +3  

Although it is a bustling modern capital
city, Athens still holds the ancient
Acropolis and all of its history high
enough for everyone to remember.

The core of the city is built on a lofty hill
with steep sides, providing an excellent
defensive site. It is protected by a ring of
lower hills, and by two rivers that flow
into the sea nearby. Despite its many
protections, Athens was far from isolated.

Very early in history, Athens gained
attention among neighboring city-states
for its strong maritime commerce and
the wealth which that overseas trade
generated. This commercial success, in
turn, convinced the Athenians that an
open-minded, tolerant approach toward
all people was good for business, and 
frequently eliminated the petty causes 
of antagonism and warfare that might
disrupt trade.

The basis for small-scale democracy was
founded upon practical needs. Since
there never seemed to be enough skilled
workers to keep up with the demand
for goods, the merchant classes saw that
it was in their interests to form
a working partnership with artisans,
farmers, sailors and day-laborers. Those
workers were granted political and civil
rights, ensuring their loyalty to a city
that protected them.

Slavery was uncommon during the first
centuries of Athenian life, escaped slaves
frequently found their way to Athens.

There was work available, and the steady
influx of outsiders hoping to begin a new
life was taken for granted.

Like many other Greek states, Athens
exported its surplus population to colo-
nize other parts of the region, spreading
its own institutions and customs even 
further. Athenian settlements extend
throughout the Aegean, Sicily, Southern
Italy, Asia Minor and even the Black Sea.

Through Greek eyes, the unique traits 
of Athens disclosed a special relationship
with both Poseidon, god of the sea, and
Athena, goddess of wisdom. Athena’s 
characteristic owl was a frequent symbol
on Athenian coins and her olive tree, 
signifying peace and harmony, commonly
appears on decorative works.

Though technically dedicated to the
goddess, Athens did not want to neglect
the powerful god of the sea, which domi-
nated their commerce. The beautiful
Erectheion on the Acropolis hedges the
bet quite nicely: shrines to Poseidon and
Athena share the same temple building.
There is also a stunning Temple of
Poseidon atop the headland of Cape
Sounion, overlooking the Aegean Sea.

The Golden Age of Athens began with
the social reforms of the philosopher
Solon and the strong direction of leaders
like Peisistratos in the 6th-century B.C.
Imposing public buildings and temples
on the Acropolis replaced earlier ones,
and the Agora or marketplace district
expanded several times over.

Athens: Where an Olympic Spirit 
Soars in the Winds of Democracy

GREECE
AT A GLANCE

A T H E N S

ABOUT YOUR PORT GUIDE

This is your guide to Athens, specially 
prepared by Princess Cruises. This guide
is intended to assist you if you are on a
shore excursion, touring independently
or doing both.

Please note that the information provided is
general in nature and is subject to change.
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THE ACROPOLIS “HIGH CITY”
The heart of ancient Athens and the site of the
Parthenon, the Propylea, Temple of Athena Nike,
and the Erectheion; a true testament to the Golden
Age of Greece and to the Greek leader Pericles.

ACROPOLIS MUSEUM
Collection of sculpture and other artifacts from
the Acropolis; also located on the Acropolis

ANCIENT AGORA
The commercial and public center of ancient
Athens; today it is scattered with Greek and
Roman fragments and ruins

ERECTHEION
Beautiful temple to Athena and Poseidon, god 
of the sea; best known for its Karyatid Porch 
supported on the heads of six maidens (Karyatids)

HADRIAN’S ARCH
Marble gateway built by the Roman 
emperor Hadrian

THE HILL OF THE MUSES
A site near the Acropolis where, it is said,
Socrates drank the fatal cup of hemlock for
allegedly corrupting Athenian youth with 
his advanced ideas on religion

NATIONAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM
The world’s most outstanding collection of Greek
antiquities are displayed in this popular museum.

THE ODEON OF HERODES ATTICUS
Originally built in A.D. 160, this beautifully
restored Greek theater is now home to the 
summer-long Athens Festival

THE PARTHENON
Architectural masterpiece and main temple 
of the Acropolis built between 447 B.C. and 
438 B.C. by Iktinos and Kalikratis; it was 
dedicated to Athena, the goddess of wisdom

PLAKA
The restored 19th-century shopping district at
the foot of the Acropolis 

PROPYLEA
Ancient gate and secular building leading to the
Parthenon; designed by the architect Mnesicles

SYNTAGMA SQUARE - 
CONSTITUTION SQUARE
Elegant and popular square in front of 
the Parliament and near to the Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier and the Plaka

TEMPLE OF ATHENA NIKE OR TEMPLE 
OF WINGLESS VICTORY
Graceful all-marble temple near the Parthenon
dedicated to the Goddess of Victory, “Nike”

TEMPLE OF OLYMPIAN ZEUS
Majestic temple begun in the 6th century B.C.
and built over a 700-year period to honor Zeus,
the supreme god of heaven

THEATER OF DIONYSUS
Seating 17,000 people, this impressive structure
is the oldest of the Greek theaters

TOWER OF THE WINDS -
"HOROLOGION"
Well-preserved, octagonal tower built 
in the first half of the 1st-century B.C. 
by the astronomer Andronicos

THESE SITES CAN BE FOUND ON THE
MAP AT THE BACK OF THIS GUIDE

DOCKING/ANCHORAGE
Depending on the call, your Princes ship will either
dock in the city of Piraeus or anchor at Marina
Flisvos. The drive into Athens is approximately 
30 minutes each way, subject to local traffic.

SHORE EXCURSION DEPARTURES
Passengers will meet at a specific location for each
shore excursion departure. Please refer to your tour
ticket and the Princess Patter for the correct place
and time. Your Shore Excursion staff will be at that
location to assist you.

TAXIS
Taxis are available pierside, beyond security gates.
Confirm your fare with driver before departing. 

TRAINS
Trains are available from Piraeus and Faliron Train
Stations to Athens. The Athens Station that is closest
to the Plaka shopping area is Monastiraki, and the
station closest to Acropolis is Thiseio Station. Local
currency will be needed for the fare. For more infor-
mation inquire at: www.Urbanrail.net

SHOPPING
Many of the best souvenirs are inspired 
by Athen's ancient civilization. You'll find 
good buys in: Jewelry: High-quality gold and 
silver Leather: Particularly sandals and bags 
Woodworks: Everything from worry beads 
to bowls and sculptures, made of fragrant 
olive wood; also folkloric bread stamps 
and hand guards used in harvesting grain 
Reproductions: Early bronzes, figurines and 
vase paintings Sponges: These natural, unbleached
sponges are a favorite gift Pottery: The best places
to shop are along Syntagma and the Plaka, 
in addition to the area bounded by Kolonaki
Square. For last minute shopping, the terminal
building houses several stores. Please refer to 
the Athens City Map for specific locations.

PUBLIC SERVICES
Post Office: Located at the corner of Nikis Street
and Mitropoleos. Open Monday through Saturday
from 7:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Banks: Generally open from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Monday to Friday.

Museums: Vary, but generally open from 8:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. except one weekday. Major museums are
often open until 6:00 or 7:00 p.m. during the summer.

Shops: Most shops are open Monday, Wednesday
and Thursday from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Tuesday
and Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m.
to 8:00 p.m. The Plaka area and tourist shops are 
usually open all day from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.

PROPER ATTIRE
Please wear proper attire ashore when planning to visit
churches, cathedrals and other sacred places. Shorts for
both men and women are considered improper. Women
should also cover their bare shoulders.

LOCAL CUISINE - Food Specialties
Meals in Greece are a time to indulge and enjoy. 
Some recommended foods are: 

Tzatziki: well known appetizer made with yogurt, 
cucumbers and garlic

Pastitsio: a baked dish of minced lamb and macaroni

Moussaka: minced meat and vegetables served 
with rich cheese;

Gemista: cooked tomatoes or peppers, usually stuffed
with ground lamb.

Drink Specialties - Wine is a centerpiece of 
Greek life. Retsina, a strong, aromatic resonated 
wine, is the national taste. You may prefer the 
kokkino (red) and aspro (white) wines, which are 
inexpensive and quite satisfying.

Ouzo: a clear licorice-flavor liqueur, is the favorite aperitif.
Sip it slowly over a plate of mezedes or appetizers.

You'll also want to try Brandy; Botrys and Metaxa 
or Mavrodaphne: a heavy dessert wine.

It is always recommended that you drink bottled
water while in port.

TIPPING
Suggested tipping is 10 percent for good service.

SOME USEFUL WORDS

Yes  . . . . . . . . . . . . Malista or Ne

No . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ochi

Please  . . . . . . . . . . Parakalo

Thank you  . . . . . Efcharisto 

Good morning  . . Kalimera

PRINCESS CRUISES AGENTS
In case of emergency while you are ashore, 
please contact:

Inchcape Shipping Services
55 Polydefkous Street
185 45 Piraeus, Greece
Telephone: 30-210-4146-600
Telefax: 30-210-4102-874 

Note: The information in this port guide is subject to change without notice. We apologize for any inconvenience, 
but Princess Cruises cannot accept responsibility for any such alterations. Thank you.

Places of Interest Practical Information

Athens temple
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During the Persian Wars (circa 
400 B.C.), the city was captured and
destroyed; but Athens and her allies
ultimately expelled their Persian foes
from Europe. The glorious battles of
this period include the lopsided victory
at Marathon, followed by the famous
26-mile run to communicate the 
news of victory. 

Following the defeat of the Persians, the
great statesman Themistocles built new
fortifications to protect the city. There
was also much to be rebuilt inside the
city; the form of the Acropolis that we
see today took shape at this time.

The shops and squares of the Agora and
most of the lower town were also rebuilt
and expanded during the same building
program. Pericles also built the leg-
endary Long Walls, a sort of fortified
corridor connecting Athens with Piraeus.

Not far from the Acropolis is the Pnyx, 
a small crowded amphitheater where 
the Assembly met and debated political
issues. Since each citizen had the right 

to speak and vote, the Pnyx is the true
home of Athenian democracy. The much
larger Theater of Dionysus is one of 
the oldest and most impressive Greek
dramatic structures.

After the city went into decline, it 
was ruled in turn by Sparta, Thebes,
Macedonia, and Rome. The Roman
Emperor Hadrian added a new walled
quarter to the city, complete with library,
gymnasium, new aqueducts, and the
striking Hadrian’s Arch. He also com-
pleted the Olympian Temple of Zeus,
started centuries before by Peisistratos. 

Athens remained part of the Roman-
Byzantine empire even after the fall 
of Rome in the West. Along with the 
rest of Greece, it was conquered by 
the Turkish army in the 1450s and
remained part of the Ottoman Empire
until the 19th century.

Monuments in the modern city honor
the memory of two non- Greeks: Lord
Byron and Heinrich Schliemann. Byron
supported the Greeks’ struggle for inde-

pendence with his military skill, but even
more with his writing. Although he died
long before final victory, he is much
loved even today.

Schliemann was a German businessman
with a passion for ancient history.
He shocked the archaeological world 
by discovering legendary sites, like Troy,
which some scholars had dismissed as
mythical. His efforts sparked a new
wave of study, which brought to light
previously unknown cultures like the
Mycenean and Minoan civilizations. 
His house in Athens is a museum today.

More modern additions to the city
include the impressive Olympic Stadium,
built in 1895. Syntagma or Constitution
Square is an elegant space in front of the
Parliament. Formerly built for the kings
of Greece, also hosts the monument to
the Unknown Soldier. One of the streets
from there leads to the gracious buildings
of the University, the Academy, the
National Library, and ultimately to
Schliemann’s former house. 

Acropolis
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