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Direct-to-the-Wilderness schedule
Times are approximate and subject to change.

NORTHBOUND CRUISETOURS

Disembarking ship in Whittier DEPARTURE ARRIVAL

Denali Express  Whittier Denali
8:15 am 6:00 pm

McKinley Express  Whittier Talkeetna*

7:15 am 1:00 pm

SOUTHBOUND CRUISETOURS

Embarking ship in Whittier DEPARTURE ARRIVAL

Denali Express  Denali Whittier
8:15 am 5:30 pm

McKinley Express  Talkeetna* Whittier
1:30 pm 6:30 pm

Ship to train to Denali, all in one day —   
only with Princess     

Experience even more of Alaska’s natural wonders and enjoy a complete escape — with our

exclusive Direct-to-the-WildernessSM rail service. From your ship, step onto waiting luxury railcars,

bound north for Denali. Enjoy Alaska’s natural wonders en route, and arrive in time for dinner at

one of our wilderness lodges — a full day earlier than on other cruisetours. 

Guests traveling on southbound cruisetour itineraries can enjoy this service, too. Following a 

4- to 10-day land tour at luxurious Princess wilderness lodges, our guests embark on a scenic rail

journey followed by a convenient transition directly onto the ship.

DESTINATION DENALI. Whether you choose the Denali ExpressSM bound for the Denali Princess

Wilderness LodgeSM or the McKinley ExpressSM headed for the Mt. McKinley Princess Wilderness Lodge,SM

the advantages of Direct-to-the-Wilderness are clear:

M t .  M c K I N L E Y

D E N A L I

C R U I S E > R A I L > L O D G E

Direct-to-the-Wilderness is the ultimate way to spend the most time enjoying Alaska’s splendor.

And only Princess gets you to the wilderness so easily, in such unparalleled comfort.

• Fewer transfers, less 
time waiting

• Private pull by the Alaska
Railroad provides ease
and reliability

• All luggage transfers are 
conveniently handled 
by Princess

• More time in the wilderness —
get to Denali a full day before
other cruisetours

• At least two nights at Denali
on every itinerary — even
on 3-night tours

• Luxurious, relaxing rail travel
with spectacular scenery

* Transfer to/from the lodge is 60 minutes.

DIRECT to the WILDERNESSSM



A luxurious journey — 
as memorable as the destination

The route from dock to Denali is not only spectacular — it’s a National Scenic Byway. You’ll ride

onboard luxury railcars, enjoy exclusive amenities like an outdoor observation platform or a spacious

club car and encounter the same warm, friendly Princess service you receive on our ships.  

Whitewater thrills

Flightseeing

TAKE IT ALL IN. Observation platforms and 

huge wrap-around glass-domed windows provide 

awe-inspiring views of spectacular sights such as the

towering Alaska Range, scenic Matanuska Valley, the

monumental bridge that spans Hurricane Gulch,

raging rivers and immeasurable forests. You’ll delight

in the ride almost as much as the destination.

Note: Amenities vary by individual railcar.

TASTE OF ALASKA. In the dining salon on the

Denali Express, Alaskan specialties like Sockeye Salmon,

Alaskan King crab and Reindeer Chili add flavor to

the journey. Bistro service with lighter fare is found in

the club car on the McKinley Express. Or you can get

comfortable, stay in your seat and enjoy tableside meal

and beverage service on both routes.

RAIL GUIDES. Princess goes the extra mile to provide

an extraordinary experience. Our knowledgeable staff

offers live, in-depth narration — highlighting the exciting

history of this famed rail route while pointing out scenery

and wildlife along the way. And, you can even track your

travels along the way via our onboard GPS (Global

Positioning System).

Insightful Princess staff

GREAT WAYS TO ENJOY THAT EXTRA DAY

Our Alaskan OutfittersSM are helpful local experts who 

can assist you with planning land adventures. Optional

excursions from our Princess wilderness lodges include

hiking, horseback riding, river rafting, flightseeing, fishing,

dog sledding, golfing and kayaking.
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DIRECT-TO-THE-WILDERNESS CRUISETOUR TRADITIONAL GULF OF ALASKA CRUISETOUR

Princess cruisetours —
the best way to see Alaska

Combine a luxurious cruise with four to 10 additional days exploring the magnificent
wilderness at our own exclusive lodges. That’s a cruisetour, the ultimate way to
experience the many wonders of Alaska — by land and sea. It’s no surprise we’re
continually voted the “Best Cruise Line in Alaska” by Travel Weekly magazine.

GLACIER BAY & DENALI NATIONAL PARK. Only Princess includes both of Alaska’s premier
attractions on virtually every Gulf of Alaska cruisetour.

DIRECT-TO-THE-WILDERNESS. No other cruise line travels from ship to train to Denali — all
in one day. You step off the ship and onto your luxury railcar to arrive at your lodge in time for dinner.

THE BEST LODGES IN ALASKA. Our five dramatic riverside lodges offer luxury in the wilderness.
Denali, Mt. McKinley, Kenai, Copper River and Fairbanks provide the perfect setting for Princess service.

PRINCESS RAIL SERVICE. The route of the famous Alaska Railroad is spotlighted onboard fully-
domed Princess railcars. It’s one of the highlights on all our cruisetour vacations.

AFFORDABLE BALCONIES. The luxury of waking up to see glaciers calving and falling asleep to
rippling water in the comfort of a balcony stateroom or a mini-suite has never been so attainable.

BIG SHIP CHOICE, SMALL SHIP FEEL.® Our spacious ships offer numerous places to rejuvenate,
dine, shop, learn, dance, and be entertained while never feeling overwhelmed by a crowd.

Glacier Bay National Park

See your travel agent or visit princess.com

SEE AND COMPARE. Our Direct-to-the-Wilderness Cruisetour is the best choice for more
time in the wilderness when compared with a traditional cruisetour:

Denali National Park

DAY 1-7 Gulf of Alaska Cruise

DAY 8 Disembark in Whittier
Board Denali Express
Arrive in Denali National Park at 6 pm
Overnight at Denali Princess Wilderness Lodge

DAY 9 Tundra Wilderness Tour
Afternoon at leisure or optional excursions
Overnight Denali Princess Wilderness Lodge

DAY 10 Motorcoach to Fairbanks
Riverboat Cruise
Overnight Fairbanks

DAY 11 Fly home

DAY 1-7 Gulf of Alaska Cruise

DAY 8 Disembark in Seward
3-hour motorcoach ride to Anchorage
Afternoon at leisure
Overnight Anchorage

DAY 9 Transfer to the rail depot
Rail to Denali — arrive at 4 pm
Overnight at a Denali area hotel

DAY 10 Natural History Tour
Rail to Fairbanks — arrive at 8 pm
Overnight Fairbanks

DAY 11 Fly home


